
             

           

            

 

   

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

         

 

 

 

 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

   Cross of Christ 
Crossties June-July-August, 2019 

2019 

 Our Mission Statement 

To know Jesus Christ as Lord and make Him known. 
 

Our Vision Statement 

We are committed to reaching out to the local 

community and supporting world-wide ministries, as 

we embrace and nurture current and new brothers 

and sisters with our Savior’s own forgiveness and love. 
 

Statement of Faith 

Cross of Christ is a congregation of the Lutheran 

Church Missouri Synod.  We accept and teach the 

inspired word of God from the Bible. 

 
 

    
 
Summer months for most of us place before us some 

personal choices in travel and leisure activities.  These in turn will 

take our families in different directions from our normal routines.  

Accordingly, there are some questions to ask ourselves.  Will my 

summer activities and circumstances draw me closer to the Lord?  

Or will my summer activities and circumstances lead me away 

from Him? 

I was reading Psalm 1 recently, and it occurred to me that 

the psalmist is suggesting that we look at our lives from an 

agricultural vantage point.  Either we can be likened to “the chaff 

which the wind blows away” or to “a tree planted by streams of 

water”.  The first is worthless and dead, of no value to God or 

anyone else.  The second is productive and proves itself a blessing 

to our Lord, to those around us, and even to the creatures within 

our Father’s world.  So do we see ourselves from that blessed 

perspective, by those divine streams of water?  Do we then 

recognize our calling within that context of growth and 

production? 

In these coming weeks as the Gospel readings take us 

from our Lord’s actions to His teachings, one focus of Jesus is the 

Kingdom of God and what it is to mean for us.  As we find 

ourselves in the lazy days of June, July and August, has our 

Christianity taken on that same characteristic?  There’s always 

the temptation that our worship attendance becomes lax, our 

Bible study and devotional time take a vacation, and our giving 

and church involvement nod off for a summer siesta.  During the 

summer, Cross of Christ does not shut its doors or cut out 

worship services, nor do we turn off the lights, unplug the 

phones, or ask for bills to be stopped… and those services mean 

ongoing costs.  Cross of Christ, the Church, is always here for you.  

Your pastor is available for you and Jesus is always there for all of 

us. 

Having said this, it’s important to remember that when 
we give in to temptations such as lethargy or neglect, our Savior 
wants to bring us back on track.  He defines “Kingdom of Heaven” 
(as He terms it in His parables), as both an intensive and inclusive  

(cont.) 
 

 Cross of Christ Lutheran Church 
3204 Hixson Pike 

Chattanooga, TN 37415 

Pastor Barry Hildebrandt 
 
Email: church@cocluth.com  
Office: 423-877-7447 
Info. Line: 423-648-0995 
FAX: 423-870-2990 
www.cocluth.com 
Administrative Specialist – Lorilynn Baier 
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June 16, 2019 - What a day!  The Glory of Lord was truly present at the Ordination of Nathan McCarty into 
the Office of Holy Ministry, as he faithfully promised to serve others with the Lord's assistance.  Nathan and 
Erika would like to thank the congregation for the special day.  From the Pastors that attended, along with 
their guests and the CoC congregational members, the special music from the Bell Choir, Adult Choir and 
Praise Band to the wonderful reception, it was a memorable day for our family.  Thank you also to those who 
helped to load the moving truck on Sunday morning.  By the time you read this article, our family will have 
completed our last leg of the move back to Jacksonville Beach, Jacksonville, FL where we did my Vicarage.  
(Nate will be installed as the Associate Pastor of Bethlehem Lutheran Church on June 30th.)     
 

 

(cont.)  focus for His followers.  In short, these is no area of 
life that falls outside the parameter of His rule!  We, 
Kingdom-people, have been made new through Holy Baptism 
so that we can bring that newness to the world around us.  
Therefore, each Christian’s time, treasure, talent, influence, 
and relationships play a vital role in establishing, shaping, and 
expanding our Savior’s Kingdom; and that starts on both sides 
of our front door – with our family and with our neighbors.   

What this means is that there is no such thing as a 
seasonal saint or a part-time Christian.  Total commitment in 
all circumstances and at all times is the essential mark of our 
heavenly citizenship.  What do your family and neighbors see 
in you?  Jesus’ call to follow Him is for all the rest of our days, 
until He returns or takes us home!  May we spend these 
coming days, and indeed the remainder of our lives, exploring 
that understanding through the Spirit’s power and then living 
day-by-day in accord with it. 

~Pastor Hildebrandt 

Officiating at the Ordination Service were (l-r)  Pastor 

Gilbert Pingel (First Lutheran), Pastor David Graves (St. 

Paul-Wartburg, TN), Pastor Christopher Sheets (Good 

Shepherd), Pastor Nathan McCarty, Pastor Adam Woldt 

(The Point-Knoxville), Pastor Hildebrandt, and Pastor 

Donald Coulter (Athens Lutheran-Athens).  Not shown: 

Pastor Tim Matthews (Prince of Peace-Dayton) and 

Future Seminarian, Matt Doebler (photographer). 

 
Pastor McCarty and Family 

Erika, H.C., Joy (big sister) and Mia 

 

 

 

 

IT’S OFFICIAL!! 

Job well done! 
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STEWARDSHIP 
CORNER 

 

Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving 

comes up, the conversation inevitably turns to the 

question: “How much should I give?” Answers will vary 

because the motive behind such questions also vary. 

Sometimes the motive behind asking this question 

is for self-justification. Even though, as Lutherans, we 

know we are not saved by our works but by grace through 

faith because of Jesus’ substitutionary atonement, the 

natural religion of fallen man is to earn God’s favor by 

what we do. 

Take, for example, the response of our Lord to the 

rich young ruler who asked, “What must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” Jesus first tells him to keep the 

commandments. The rich young ruler responds by 

indicating that all this he has kept from his youth. But 

Jesus tells him that he lacks one thing: He must sell all he 

has and give it to the poor and then follow Him.  

This rich young ruler went away sad because he 

was quite wealthy and could not part with his possessions. 

Here we see that those who seek to justify themselves by 

their giving will hear a response that intensifies the duty 

that God places upon them. Indeed, they will hear a 

response that makes it impossible to win God’s favor by 

their works. 

But to those who genuinely desire to know their 

duty as Christians in the arena of giving, we look to the 

Bible for our answer. We believe the Bible is the Word of 

God. And we know that the Word of God has been 

“breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 

that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 

good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).  

So, we begin to answer the question, “What 

should I give?” with the question, “What does the Bible 

say about how much we should give and to whom?” 

The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is 

that the people of God would give a tithe – 10 percent – of 

the first fruits of their labor to support the full-time 

ministry of the Levites. This is what the Lord gave Moses 

to teach the people: 

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that 

comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord 

your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his 

name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of 

your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd 

and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God 

always.           (cont.) 

 

“And if the way is too long for you, so that you 

are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God 

blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which 

(cont.)  “And if the way is too long for you, so that you 

are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God 

blesses you, because the place is too far from you, 

which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name 

there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up the 

money in your hand and go to the place that the Lord 

your God chooses and spend the money for whatever 

you desire – oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, 

whatever your appetite craves.  

“And you shall eat there before the Lord your 

God and rejoice, you and your household. And you 

shall not neglect the Levite who is within your towns, 

for he has no portion or inheritance with you. 

“At the end of every three years you shall bring 

out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and 

lay it up within your towns. And the Levite, because he 

has no portion or inheritance with you, and the 

sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within 

your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the 

Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your 

hands that you do.” (Deut. 14:22–29) 

This principle of tithing is carried over into the 

New Testament, though not explicitly by calling it a 

tithe. St. Paul teaches the Church at Corinth the 

following:  

We are to give to the church regularly (1 Cor. 

16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), 

and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (1 Cor. 

16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of 

eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), 

cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). And 

all of this is because the “Lord has ordained that those 

who preach the Gospel should make their living by the 

Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14), just as the Levites did. 

This is our New Testament standard. Since 

Christ became poor for us in order to make us rich in 

Him – blessing us with the riches of heaven – so we 

have also been so blessed to follow the example of our 

Lord and Savior and give of ourselves and the work of 

our hands to bless others with the same.  

If we have been lax in this, let us, like our Lord, 

who for the joy set before Him endured the cross and 

scorned its shame, likewise begin to work toward this 

goal of regular giving of a generous proportion of the 

first fruits of God’s giving to us.  

And let us do so not begrudgingly, but for the 

joy set before us – with a spirit of eagerness, 

cheerfulness, and love – to share the blessings of God 

with those placed into our care. 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Stewardship Ministry, Newsletter Article – July 2019 
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Celebrating  
June/July/August Birthdays… 

 

 MARK YOU CALENDAR FOR THE  
BIRTHDAY CLUB LUNCH… 

 

July 20th at 11:30 a.m. (CST) 
*** Stevarinos (Italian Eatery) *** 

 

The sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board 
by July 2nd.  The deadline for signing up is noon on Thursday, 
July 18th.  Co-hostessing our March/April/May event at 
“Stevarinos” are Jo Parham and Mary Meyers.  Please note on the 
sign-up sheet if you need a ride, as we will carpool from the 
church; otherwise we will see you at the restaurant.  The 
restaurant is located on the North Shore (325 Cherokee Blvd.) and 
has plenty of FREE parking on the side and rear of the 
establishment.  The restaurant features traditional Italian pasta 
dishes, sandwiches, salads, pizza, and more.  Our honorees for 
June/July/August birthdays are Amber Barnes, Barbara Burrow, 
Roberta Dalpini, Sylvia Hildebrandt, Alison Pugh, Jane Rudat, Pat 
Stehr, and Pat Veldman.  Questions… please contact Jamie Mofsky 
(774-1033). 

  MEN…by means of this article, all men of the church are 
invited to gather for lunch on the same day, at the same 
location.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for the 
men also.  Please contact Brad Mofsky (706-996-6616) if you have 
questions. 

 
 

March/April/May  

Birthday Lunch Gatherings 

at Aubrey’s (Northgate) 

May 26, 2019 

What a joy is was witnessing Chloe Doebler, Jack 
Doebler, Zoe Riethmeier, and Dylan Woodward 

confess their faith and become confirmed 
members of Cross of Christ Lutheran Church! 

For each of these young people, it was a 
memorable day in their spiritual life. 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Gals (l-r) Mary Meyers, Jo Parham, 

Barbara Conn, Maria Rabbio and Irma 

Pinkerton (I’ll trade you hats??) 

 

The Confirmation Class would like to thank 

everyone for the cards and gifts they received. 
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Volunteers serving lunch at Chattanooga 
Community Kitchen in May (l to r) Donna Flippin, 
Tim Dupuis, John & Pat Stehr, Tony Pessini and 
Roberta Dalpini.  (We finally had someone else 
take the picture, so we could have the whole 
group pictured!) 

 

Chattanooga Community Kitchen 
Cross of Christ will next be serving lunch to the homeless on 
Wednesday, July 24th.  We are needing 5 volunteers to assist 
Arlene.  (Aprons will be provided.)  We will meet at CoC at 
10:15am to carpool and we are done serving at 12:30 sharp.) 
Contact Arlene Vickers via text or if you do not text, call her 
with any offers of help or with questions (410-897-2121).  
Thanks for your willing hands and taking time to serve those less 
fortunate.    
 

 
Belvoir Christian Academy Awards Night 

Featured 3rd from the left is our own Nathan Pugh, who received one of the Principal’s Award for straight 
“A’s” all year during his 5th grade year.  Nathan is the son of Alison & Nathan Pugh and grandson of Jane & 
John Rudat.  Congrats on a job well done!!  (Those in the group above included the 5th-7th graders who got 
straight “A’s” all year.) 

Cross of Christ Reads! 

JULY - We will meet on Thursday night, July 18th.  Our book of the 

month is “”Whistling Past the Graveyard” by Susan Crandall.   

 

AUGUST – We will meet on Thursday night, August 15th.  Our book of 

the month is “I, Elisza Hamilton” by Susan Holloway Scott. 

 

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month from 6-8pm at the 

Panera Bread Company in Hixson.  Come and join us as we share a 

meal and discuss our latest book.  See you there!   

~ Sylvia Hildebrandt   HTexasNatives@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:HTexasNatives@gmail.com
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The Young Adult Bible Study, Bibles & Brews, meets 

every Thursday at 8pm in the Terminal Brewhouse, 

for Christian fellowship, encouragement in the  

Word of God, and a good brew! 

We welcome young adults from across the city! 

If you are interested or know of a young adult who would 

enjoy this time of fellowship, follow us on Facebook to get 

the latest updates on the group.   

Questions…Nyssa Hunt (991-5891) or Pastor. 

 
 

 

 

YOUTH CORNER 

VBS 2019 is this weekend, June 28th & 29th!! 
Yes, it is a “weekend VBS” this year!  How exciting!! 

OUR THEME… 
POLAR BLAST… Where Jesus’ Love Is Cool 

Come Chill With Us!!   
See the church transform into the Artic Region. 

Stop and see our “IGLOO” located in the Fellowship Hall! 
(PRE-REGISTER by calling 423-877-7447 ASAP!!) 

 

Here are some of the details for VBS… 
Friday, June 28 

5:30 p.m. Registration 
6:00 p.m. Dinner (Little Caesar's Pizza)  
    (cheese & pepperoni only) 
7:00 p.m. After eating, we'll hike up to the outdoor 
chapel area and have a Bible story.  And then we'll make 
s'mores in the woods, around the bonfire!  Bring your lawn 
chairs!! You can choose to stay overnight, stargazing and 
camping out after we eat the s’mores, weather permitting.  If the 
weather is questionable or bad, everything will be moved 
indoors.  (Each child staying overnight MUST be 
accompanied by a parent/guardian and MUST provide their 
own camping equipment.)                                   (cont.) 

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 
The LCMS National Youth Gathering in 

Minneapolis will be held July 11th-15th.  We have some 
youth and chaperones that are very excited to be 
attending!  Zachary Land, Zoe Riethmeier and Tori 
Woodward will be the youth attending representing Cross 
of Christ in Chattanooga, TN; with their chaperones being 
Rebekah Hildebrandt and Matt Doebler.  We reached our  
goal of $6,500 (which includes flying out of Nashville on the 
11th and back on the 15th).  We can’t say “thank you” 
enough CoC members for helping us achieve this goal!!  
Thank you to Nyssa Hunt for helping us reach the goal. 
 The last item to mark off our list is a free-will 
offering to take with us to the Gathering.  We have been 
notified that this offering will be taken on Monday, July 15, 
at the closing worship service.  The offerings from each 
church attending will be collected to assist with the 
following ministries:  items which were needed for 
Gathering Servant Events, support for “youthEsource”, 
support for District Youth Ministry, Youth Ministry Special 
Projects and Local Projects. (The goal… $50,000.) 
 Those youth and adults attending will be 
Commissioned this Sunday, June 30th, at the Sunday 
Worship Service and a free-will offering for the Gathering 
Worship Service on July 15th, will be taken at the door as 
you leave.   Please consider donating to this offering fund. 
 
 

(VBS cont.) Saturday, June 29 
8:00 a.m. Breakfast (for overnight campers only) 
9:00 a.m.  Morning Opening (with songs), after 
which we will break into groups and rotate for Bible 
study/story time, crafts, activities, and games.  Weather 
permitting, we'll have outside water games outside.  
Noon  Lunch (build your own sandwich) 
1:00 p.m. Afternoon Opening (with songs), after 
which we will break into groups and rotate for Bible 
study/story time, crafts, activities, and games.  Weather 
permitting, we'll have outside water games outside.  
5:00 p.m. Cook Out (hotdogs and burgers) 
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Worship Service 
(participants are encouraged to attend the Saturday night 
service and VBS wrap-up) 

Sunday, June 30 
Sunday Service (VBS wrap-up for congregation) 
 
Please note:  All attendees are welcome to come and 
go on Saturday, but they must check-in and check-
out.  (We know that there may be soccer games, birthday 
parties, baseball games, you didn’t camp overnight, etc… 
on Saturday.)  Anytime you leave or arrive at VBS, you 
need to check-in with our VBS Director(s).  (The same 
guardian/parent must be there to check-in and then 
pick-up the child, unless we are notified differently.) 
 

Attendees will need the following: 
(CoC is not responsible for lost items) 

❖ Labeled Bag with all the following items: 
(Please label everything!!) 

❖ Bathing suit or clothes you don't mind getting wet 
❖ Dry clothes for putting on after outdoor water 

events  (each child MUST have dry clothes to 
wear inside the church) 

❖ Shoes you don’t mind getting wet 
❖ Dry shoes-each child MUST have dry shoes to 

wear inside the church  (NO bare feet allowed.) 
❖ Towel(s) (please label towels) 
❖ Bug Spray -and- Sunscreen (please check the 

expiration date) 
❖ Camping/folding/lawn chairs 

Questions, please contact Nikki Holcomb (770-356-1202). 
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January, 2017 

 

2019 LWML Convention Update 
 

3,099 Lutherans (men and women) attended the 
LWML 38th Biennial Convention in Mobile, AL from 
June 20-23, 2019.  Irma Pinkerton and Donna Flippin 
represented Cross of Christ LWML group.  (Bob 
Pinkerton also went along to chaperone the ladies!)  
Officers were elected for 2019-2023.  32 mission grants 
were approved, to be funded with $2.1 million in mites. 
 Attendees participated in a Mites Walk, attended 
business meetings and worship services, volunteered for 
Servant Events, attended a sand artist’s performance and 
a vocal concert, heard reports from past mission projects 
in Africa and NOLA, fellowshipped, sang worship songs… 
and returned to Chattanooga inspired and exhausted!   
 (Editor’s comment… No one can say that when 
you get a bunch of women together all they do is talk!) 

 

 

•    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

** Ready to get out of the house on a Tuesday morning and fellowship with others?  Drop by the church 
and join the quilters for a couple of hours at 9:30 a.m., male or female helpers!  Laughter, fellowship and 
some good snackin’ go on in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday mornings.  You can access the quilting area 
from the Office entrance (steps) or park in the lower lot and use the Nursery back entrance (ramp).  The 
downstairs back hallway and the Fellowship Hall are already filling up with many beautiful quilts. 
 
** Have a wedding, graduation, anniversary or birthday coming up and need a special gift?  How about a 
handmade quilt?  Quilts are available for purchase any time throughout the year for $50.00.  (Take a look at 
all the quilts, then talk to any lady in the congregation and they can get you hooked up with a quilter.)  All 
money received gets reinvested into quilting supplies. 
 
** DO YOU HAVE A SEWING MACHINE?  Our quilting group continues to ask for assistance in sewing 
squares together for our quilts.  The pieces just need a 1/4” seam allowance and to be ironed flat (examples 
on or in the pink tub).  Pick the colors you want of the precut squares to take home and sew ‘or’ take the 
whole pink tub!!  The tub with squares is on the small bench by Pastor’s office.  Bring sewn squares back 
and put them on the table by the church office.  Questions… talk to Donna, Eunice or Lanette.  Thank you! 

 

THANK YOU… 

Dear Pastor Hildebrandt and Members of Cross of Christ 
Lutheran Church, 

Thank you so much for planning and providing 
leadership and guidance for the Homeless Kits Project, 
completed during the 75th Annual Tennessee LLL District 
Convention at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  150 kits were 
assembled, and items left over were contributed to CoC, for 
use of their homeless hygiene kits.   

Thank you Pastor Hildebrandt for offering your time 
and guidance to our many planning meetings! 

Sincerely, Mark Gluckner 
Volunteer - V.P. LLL TN District 

  
 SUMMER TRAVEL OR SCHOOL DENTAL VISITS… 

Quick reminder for those traveling this summer or when 
visiting your favorite dentist…  Items to collect:  TRAVEL 
SIZE of Shampoo, Conditioner, Soap, Lotion, Toothpaste; 
Disposable razors; Wide-tooth combs; Toothbrushes; Packs 
of Purse-size Kleenex; and Individually wrapped handy-
wipes.  PLEASE BE SURE ALL ITEMS ARE NEW AND 
UNUSED.  (We cannot accept travel size mouthwash, due to 
possible alcohol content.) 

Can’t remember everything here…there is a PINK 
sheet of paper that is purse or wallet sized on the table by the 
office, with these same items noted.  Pick one up today! 

What do you mean, share with my dentist??  Many 
times, if you share with your dentist about our Outreach 
Project to the homeless in Chattanooga, they will donate 
toothbrushes and/or toothpaste.  All you need to do is ask! 

Watch your email for when the next date will be when 
we put together hygiene kits.  The hygiene kits we make will 
be delivered to the Chattanooga Community Kitchen for 
distribution to our homeless in the early fall.     

Questions… contact Joni Rennhack. 

The LWML ladies found a few more of our famous 

“Food for my Household” cookbooks.  These were 

compiled by the LWML in 1988.  Many of the classic 

recipes that are shared at potluck dinners can be 

found in here!  Price - $6.00 for one or 2 for $10.00.  

All funds go back into the LWML account for use 

within our  own 

congregation, such   

as confirmand gifts, 

support for our 

seminarian, Lenten  

meal, etc...  

N 
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 Belvoir Christian Academy 

Dates to Remember! 
June 24 - 28 - Vacation Bible School at BCA 

5:30 - 8:30 p.m. Dinner nightly 

Aug. 5 & 6 - "Tell the Teacher More" Days 

Aug. 7 - Registration Day for PK3 - 8th grade, 10 a.m. 

Aug. 12 – First Day of School! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Summer Time!  
We pray that each of you have a wonderful summer! 

Please keep Belvoir Christian Academy in your 
prayers.  

 
On our website (bcalions.org) … 

2019-2020 BCA School Supply List 
2019-2020 Summer Reading Lists  

WHAT HAVE WE DONE THIS SPRING AT BCA? 
(pictures were received with the below info., but unable to be downloaded… our apologies) 

 

✓ Several students received various awards for their academic accomplishments for the 2018-2019 school year, 

but Mrs. Streufert, our fifth grade teacher, gives specific reading awards to her students who go above and 

beyond in their reading each year.  Paige and Joseph read over 1,000,000 words throughout the school year, 

and Edith McCall read over 2,750,000 words this year! Combined, they read 134 books! 
 

✓ Congratulations to our 8th grade graduates, Will Hitchcox, Chelsea Maples, Jeffrey Ray, McKenzie West and 
Nolan Cardillo. They celebrated with their families at the annual BCA 8th grade graduation. Welcome to the 
BCA Alumni Family!  We wish the very best for each of these five students as they journey to high school in 
August.  We especially congratulate Chelsea Maples, who has been at BCA since PK4, for being awarded the 
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Good Citizenship Award. We also recognize Nolan Cardillo for 
being named the 8th grade class valedictorian as well as earning the Thrivent Athletic Scholar award, the Mark 
Amstutz Math award, Music and Ministry Award and the President's Award for Academic Excellence! We are 
very proud of all of our graduates and know that they are well-prepared to take the next step in their academic 
career! 

 

✓ A big THANKS to Mrs. Peggy, our P.E. director, for heading up the Field Day events this week! All of the students 
had a great time with various games and team challenges as well as the water slides. We also appreciate our 
VOLUNTEERS who provided a hot dog lunch for all of the students! This event is always such a great way for our 
students to end the school year! 

 

✓ Mrs. McCall's third graders recently took their annual Chattanooga City Trip to visit some of the downtown area 
government offices and the Chickamauga & Chattanooga National Military Park on Lookout Mtn. This trip was 
taken after each student had completed their reports on "all things Chattanooga". 

 

✓ Mrs. Streufert's fifth graders visited the Tellus Science Museum in Cartersville, Ga. and had an awesome time 
with hands-on exploration at the number of exhibits offered. 

 

✓ Our middle schoolers also visited Wesley Woods Environmental Camp to take part in outdoor learning and 
team challenges. 

 

The last snack pack packing group from May.  Thank you to 
every person who helped during the 2018-2019 school 
year.  Your actions do not go unnoticed by Rivermont 

Elementary teachers, staff and parents.  It was so good to 
know that these youngsters had at least one meal for the 

weekend.   
God’s Blessing On You All. 

Arlene 
Thank you to Arlene Vickers and Judy Zehnder, for collecting 

the food from the Chattanooga Area Food Bank and for 
getting everything setup.  All the volunteers had to do was 

walk-in, grab a bag, and fill it up.  
 (150 bags done in less than 20-30 minutes.   

Unbelievable, until you see the process.) 

 

We’d love for you to join us for the  

2019-2020 school year!!  Watch for 

more details in the upcoming months. 
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MAY 2019

  

JUNE 2019 

May 25th Baptism of Oliver 

Benton Aslinger, who is being 

held by his dad at the time.  

(Dotti Phillips grandson.) 

 

Ever wonder who teaches those summer 
campers at BCA?  Our own Jane Rudat is helping 
this year!  The summer campers at BCA 
(Angela's Angels) enjoyed two lessons brought in 
from the Creative Discovery Museum, 
“Vertebrates and Invertebrates”. Living 
specimens were brought in, and the kids 
practiced classification skills, learned about 
animal adaptations, and food chains. 

 

Memorial Hospital… a rite of 
passage… after a patient has 
completed their radiation 
treatments, they get to ring the 
bell to signal moving on.  
Congratulations Tony Pessini!  
Well done!  Woohoo!!  YOU DID 
IT!  Prayers, blessings, and joy!!  
(picture was too late for last 
newsletter) 

Tony would like also to thank 
everyone for the cards, the 
words of encouragement, and 
the many prayers that 
supported him through this 
journey. 
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NEED A MORE CONVENIENT WAY TO GIVE TO THE CHURCH? 

WISH YOU COULD MAKE YOUR WEEKLY/MONTHLY OFFERING A DIRECT DEPOSIT TO THE CHURCH? 

You can!!  We have researched and checked with various companies and have decided to stay with our 

current provider Vanco.  We have available to our members ‘Vanco Solutions’, where you can sign-up and 

have your donations directly deposited to the church.  Electronic gifts are fast and secure, and they reduce 

administrative costs, allowing more of every dollar to fund the important work we are called to do.   

- You decide the schedule and manage recurring donations.   

- You decide if you want to make a weekly/monthly offering as a direct deposit to the church. 

 

ELECTRONIC GIVING… DOES MY DONATION HAVE ANY FEES TAKEN OUT, AS I WANT MY CHURCH TO GET 

100% OF THE FUNDS?? – This is a frequent question Barbara and Lorilynn have gotten, especially after 

introducing ‘Vanco Solutions’ to our members for Electronic Giving.  There is no charge to you, the giver of a 

donation, regardless if it is a one-time special gift or a recurring monthly donation.  Vanco does not deduct a 

user fee from your donation.  100% of your donation goes to the church!  (The church does get charged a 

minor monthly fee, but that fee is a budgeted amount and is very minimal in price to the church.) 

 

When using ‘Vanco Solutions’, you won’t have to remember if you donated last week or last month.  

Electronic donations/gifts to the church are taken care of for you.  It’s easy… select where you want your 

funds taken from (your checking or savings account), the frequency of your donation (weekly and you name 

the day, or monthly on the 1st or the 15th), and where you designate your donation to be credited (Operating 

Fund or divide your donation among different areas – i.e. part to the General Operating Fund, part to the 

Building Fund, part to Choir Fund). 

   

Forms are on the table in the back of the Narthex.  After completing the form, 

you can drop off your form (preferable in a sealed envelope) at the church 

office (slide it under Lorilynn’s door), mail it to the church office (Attn:  Barbara 

Wyatt) or hand it directly to Barbara.  If you have any questions, please talk 

to or call Barbara (423-309-5286). 

 

 
Newsletter Information 

For your newsletter submissions, please send them to 

newsletter@cocluth.com by August 20th (5pm) for the 

SEPTEMBER newsletter.  Please continue to submit 

photographs for the newsletter, as these are greatly 

appreciated by all, especially our homebound!  Send any 

updates/information for the web site to the church office 

church@cocluth.com and they will be forwarded and 

processed.  Thank you! 

THANK YOU!!! 

I am sending a BIG thank you to all whose 
who are so generously sorting thru their closets, 
and then passing on their extra clothes to those 
who have so little, for both big and small folks.  
The season of clothes does not matter when you 
donate, as we store the off-season items until the 
right time they are needed.  

Your heart would be blessed beyond 
measure if you could see the joy and tears, and 
hear the praises to God, that these gifts produce 
to the homeless individuals.  

Bless all you joyful givers! 
Arlene Vickers 

 

Seen (or 

scene) on a 

magnet… 

mailto:newsletter@cocluth.com
mailto:church@cocluth.com
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After attending a 

granddaughter’s 

graduation, Eunice & Bob 

Timm stopped and visited 

with Sophie Gallo.  

Sophie is one of our 

members, living with her 

daughter in Michigan.  

She is a spry 98 years 

young!  Blessings Sophie. 

 

A month later… Pastor McCarty. 

Waiting & Watching for Nate on Call Day 2019.  (We even 

got to see Pastor seated in the crowd a couple of times!) 

Watching Nate on the Big-Screen TV at Church 

Receive His Call to Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

in Jacksonville Beach, FL. 

 

 

Congratulations 

to Judy 

Zehnder for the 

winning bid of 

$200 for this 

beautiful “Stars 

& Stripes” quilt!  

The money 

raised was 

originally for 

the Youth Trip, 

but as the goal 

had been 

reached, the 

Youth donated 

the proceeds  

to the Elevator 

Fund. 

Quilt was handmade by 

Barbara Conn. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF UPPER HANDICAPPED BATHROOM 

 

And Behind Door Number One… 

Update on Construction of Handicapped Restrooms 
 

Both restrooms, one just past the Nursery doors on the 
lower level and the other by the upstairs water 
fountain, are almost completed.  They are now usable 
for our members.  The contractor is working on 
finishing the doors (sanding & staining), ceiling vent 
fans will be installed, and then it’s on to the punch list 
items.  Al Whitbeck is our contractor and he is doing a 
great job!  If you happen to see him in the hallways,  
take a moment to express your gratitude for a job well 
done.  (He will also be handling the elevator project.) 

 

 

Congratulations to Maria Rabbio!  She was 
honored as a graduate of Natick High School for 
her achievements in the United State Air Force 
and achieving the rank of Colonel.  She will 
forever be honored on their Wall of 
Achievement in Natick, Massachusetts.  Some 
of Tony & Maria’s family were able to join them 
in Massachusetts at the school assembly and 
celebration.   

Thank you for your service Colonel Rabbio! 

PERFECT ORDER… By the time the summer solstice occurs, it 

feels as if the season has been in full swing for weeks.  It’s bittersweet 
that just when summer officially starts, the length of daylight begins 
decreasing.  Before we’re ready to let go of the season, summer marches 
toward fall, and then winter with the year’s shortest day.  
 

Yet that is our Creator's plan: “You have fixed all the boundaries of the 
earth; you have made summer and winter” (Psalm 74:17, ESV).  God 
fashioned the world to be beautiful, good and perfectly symmetrical. 
With concise order, he ordained seasons, rhythms, orbits and natural 
boundaries.  As God’s beloved children, we’re blessed to enjoy the 
intricacies and patterns of this magnificent universe.   
     ~MaryAnn Sundby  
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✓ Checking/Savings 
✓ Auto Loans 
✓ Mortgage Loan 
✓ Credit Cards 
✓ Payment Processing 
✓ Auto Research Services 
✓ Financial Education Center 
✓ Congregation/District Checking and Savings 
✓ And much more! 

We’re a Lutheran institution that provides financial 
Solutions and products to members of LCMS 
congregations and affiliated ministries. 
 

When you make qualifying purchases of at least $1,000 
on your debit and/or credit cards, Lutheran FCU will 
provide a cash reward back to you and that same cash 
reward back to the Ministry of the Month. 
 

Serving the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
Community 

314-394-2790  lutheranfcu.org 

VBS MISSION PROJECT 

The mission project for VBS will continue 
through the month of July.  We are collecting 
items for donation to local animal shelters.  
McKamey Animal Center has a list of needed 
items on their website: 
https://www.mckameyanimalcenter.org/donatio
n-wish-list 
 

The Pet Placement Center in Red Bank also has a 
Wish List of items that can be donated and will 
make a big difference in the lives of the animals 
they care for every day. 
https://www.petplacementcenter.com/ 
 

A message from the animal shelters noted 
above… No time to shop … monetary donations 
are always appreciated.   
 

Contact Nikki Holcomb for more info.  Thank you! 

 

THANK YOU!! 
When my husband Richard and I 
came to Cross of Christ, the 
birdhouse (outside by the sidewalk 
to the glass doors of the church) 
was already there. It was in very 
rough shape. Richard loved birds 
and he loved to watch them.  When 
he saw how bad the birdhouse was 
and that the squirrels were eating 
away at the entrance, he decided 
to fix it. He fixed it several times 
before he passed away.  Since he’s 
been gone, it has gotten in bad 
shape again, so I asked Tony Pessini 
if he could repair it. He said he 
could, no problem! He has made it 
look new again.  Stop and take a 
look at the birdhouse on your way 
in/out of the church.   

Thank you Tony!  Lanette Bagley 

Editor’s  note… the 

birdhouse must meet 

bird standards, as 

currently there are 

baby birds chirping 

inside it! 

 

"Amazon Smile 
- Amazon 

Gives" 
 

You can give to a church, parochial 
school or any of the listed charities 
on their website, when you order 
your holiday gifts or any orders 
year-around!  There is no extra 
charge to you when you place an 
order.  It’s very easy!   
 

Register through Amazon Smile, 
pick your charity, place your order 
as usual, and 0.05% of your order 
will be bookmarked for the charity 
of your choice.  (The % given to 
charity goes up around the months 
of Nov. & Dec.)  Currently Cross of 
Christ is receiving a check once a 
quarter.  Thank you to those who 
have picked us as their charity. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mckameyanimalcenter.org/donation-wish-list
https://www.mckameyanimalcenter.org/donation-wish-list
https://www.petplacementcenter.com/
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10 Rules For Fighting Nice 

When my kids were younger and they disagreed (or worse) I would tell them, “Boys, fight nice!”  
 

This always got concerned looks from any other parents hanging around.   “Shouldn’t you be telling them not to 
fight?” 
 

“Nope,” I would stand my ground.   “I want them to learn how to fight constructively, how to fight fair, to learn how 
to compromise and work it out themselves.   To fight nice.”  
 

Do you and your spouse fight nice?  
Both you and your spouse are individuals with different personalities, opinions, likes and dislikes, and needs.  Disagreements 
should be expected and viewed as natural and healthy.  While there may be some things that you never agree on, that’s okay! 
So how do the two of you as a couple currently navigate those inevitable disagreements? 
  

Here’s a great question to ask yourselves before you can answer that question: “Is it the two of us against the problem, or the 
two of us against each other?”  This question alone can change the trajectory of each issue, and ultimately, your 
marriage!  Maybe you guys get loud and animated.  OK, some people are just loud and animated.  That can be 
completely different than being intimidating, mean, spiteful and hurtful.  That’s definitely NOT fighting nice. 
(Sometimes talking about how your parents handled disagreements when you were growing up can be illuminati ng 
to how you yourself - and your spouse - currently handle a disagreement.)  
 

To The People Who Claim They Never Fight With Their Spouse  
Was your wedding like, yesterday?  (I’m still skeptical…) 
 

You never fight?  Really?  Never?  Maybe you are hung up on the word “fight.”  Do you ever argue?  Disagree 
passionately?  Discuss heatedly?  OK.  Interesting. 
 

Well, let me ask you this: Do you make decisions jointly?  Do you ever discuss money or sex or parenting?  Do both 
of you have power and a voice in the relationship? 
 

Often, when couples say they never fight, it isn’t because they are both just super -ultra-mega nice or they have the 
“perfect” marriage.  Usually, the dynamics of those relationships involve one person who dominates all the 
decision-making and one person that just bottles everything up and goes along.  One spouse has the power, has the 
voice in the relationship, and the other spouse has neither.  That’s not a healthy relationship.   Learn to fight nice.  
It can actually strengthen your marriage.  
 

Even if you do answer these questions openly and honestly with yourself and yo ur spouse, conflict will always be 
there.  Fights will still happen.  So what do you do when they come?  Regardless of your answer, here are 10 rules that 
you and our spouse can follow so that you can fight nice: 

1. Keep it about the problem, not the person. 
2. Don’t use words like, “never” or “always.”  It’s never true. 
3. Don’t bring up past, settled issues or reopen healed wounds. 
4. Don’t intimidate, manipulate, or threaten your spouse. 
5. It should NEVER get physical.  That’s domestic violence. 
6. Winning the argument isn’t worth losing your spouse. 
7. Make sure BOTH of you have space to express yourself and be heard. 
8. Compromise.  You both should feel like you gave a little and got a little. 
9. Apologize and forgive.  (Maybe some of the fighting wasn’t so nice.) 
10. End by reaffirming your love for each other.  When the fight is done, it’s done. 

 

Remember - disagreements, debates, arguments, heated discussions, even good ol’ fashioned fights are part of every 
marriage.  It might seem impossible in the heat of the moment, but they can be an opportunity to grow closer together and 
don’t have to drive you apart.  The key is how you handle them.  Sometime when both of you are calm cool and collected, 
have a conversation and agree to some rules for fightin’ nice.      ~Written by John Daum 
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JULY Worship Ministry 
 

Acolytes (Sunday 9:00 a.m. Service) 
07 Zachary Land 
14 Nathan Pugh 
21 Zachary Land 
28 Nathan Pugh 

 

Altar Guild 
Barbara & Dennis Conn 

 

Elders 
Saturday Evening Service: 

Scott Brewster 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Service: 
Tony Pessini & Dave Hook 

 

Reader (Saturday) Greeter 
 06 Mark Wachholz            Donna & Mark Wachholz 
 13 Rhonda Duncan            Rhonda & Joel Duncan 
 20 Jamie Mofsky                Jamie & Brad Mofsky 
 27 Lorilynn Baier               Eloise Bartlett 

 

Reader (Sunday) Greeter 
 07 John Stehr  Patricia & John Stehr 
 14 Natalie Doebler  Karen Miller 
 21 Dave Hook  Monica/Mike Witherby  
 28 Tony Pessini  Maria & Tony Pessini 
  

Ushers 
Saturday 6:00 p.m. Service: 

Scott Brewster 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Service: 

David Murray, Ray Veldman, John Stehr 

 

 
 

AUGUST Worship Ministry 
 

Acolytes (Sunday 9:00 a.m. Service) 
04 Zachary Land 
11 Nathan Pugh 
18 Zachary Land 
25 Nathan Pugh 

 

Altar Guild 
Eloise Bartlett & Sherry Reed 

 

Elders 
Saturday Evening Service: 

Scott Brewster 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Service: 

Larry Zehnder & Mike Witherby 
 

Reader (Saturday) Greeter 
 03 Rhonda Duncan             Rhonda & Joel Duncan 
 10 Scott Brewster             Allison & Scott Brewster 
 17 Mark Wachholz            Donna & Mark Wachholz 
 24 Nyssa Hunt                    Eloise Bartlett 

 

Reader (Sunday) Greeter 
 04 John Stehr  Patricia & John Stehr 
 11 Holly Clemmons  Eunice & Bob Timm 
 18 John & Jane Rudat Alison & Nathan Pugh  
 25 Matt Doebler  Bonnie Woodward 
  

Ushers 
Saturday 6:00 p.m. Service: 

Scott Brewster 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Service: 

Zachary Land, Jim Walpert, Nathan Pugh 
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

 1 2 3 4 Independence Day 

 

5 6 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

DURING THE MONTH  

OF JULY… 

No Regular Church 
Meetings  

Are Scheduled. 

*10 am Pastor 
at Nursing 
Home  Bible 
Study 

*7 pm Boy 
Scouts 

 

 

*NO* Quilting 

 

 *Church Office Closed* 

*NO* Crossways 

*NO* Bibles & Brews 

 

 *6 pm Worship 
w/Holy 
Communion 

7  8 9 10 11 12 13 

*9 am Worship w/Holy 
Communion 

*9 am Installation of ALL 
2019-2020  Board of 
Director Officers & 
Chairpersons 

*10:15 am Bible Class & 
Sunday School  

 

 

 

*10 am Pastor 
at Nursing 
Home  Bible 
Study 

*7 pm Boy 
Scouts 

*9:30 am 
Quilters 

 

 

 

*6:30 pm Crossways 

*8 pm Bibles & Brews 

*7 am Youth 
Leave for 
Nashville and 
the onto 
Minneapolis! 

*6 pm Worship 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

*9 am Worship  

*10:15 am Bible Class & 
Sunday School  

 

 

*10 am Pastor 
at Nursing 
Home Bible 
Study 

*7 pm Boy 
Scouts 

*10:30 pm 
Youth Return 

*9:30 am 
Quilters 

 

 

 

 

*6-8 pm CoC Reads! 

*6:30 pm Crossways 

*8 pm Bibles & Brews 

 *11:30 am 
Ladies Birthday 
Lunch at 
Stevarinos (see 
article) 

*6 pm Worship 
w/Holy 
Communion 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

*9 am Worship w/Holy 
Communion 

*10:15 am Bible Class & 
Sunday School  

 

 

*10 am Pastor 
at Nursing 
Home Bible 
Study 

*7 pm Boy 
Scouts 

*9:30 am 
Quilters 

*10:15 am 
Meet at 
Church to go 
Serve Lunch 
at 
Chattanooga 
Community 
Kitchen 

 

*6:30 pm Crossways 

*8 pm Bibles & Brews 

 

 

 

*8 am - 4 pm 
Fellowship Hall 
In Use 

*6 pm Worship 

28 28 30 31      

*9 am Worship 

*10:15 am Bible Class & 
Sunday School  

 

 

 

*10 am Pastor 
at Nursing 
Home Bible 
Study 

*7 pm Boy 
Scouts 

 

*9:30 am 
Quilters 

 Please pray for the 
following groups which 
are meeting in July: 

July 12-15 
LCMS 
National 
Youth 
Gathering in 
Minneapolis 

July 20-25 

LCMS National 
Convention in 
Tampa, FL 
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

      1  2 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 *6:30 pm Crossways 

*8 pm Bibles & 
Brews 

 *6 pm Worship 
w/Holy Communion 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

*9 am Worship 
w/Holy Communion 

*10:15 am Bible Class 
& Sunday School  

 

 

 

*10 am Pastor at 
Nursing Home  
Bible Study 

*7 pm Boy Scouts 

*9:30 am 
Quilters 

*10 am BCA 
Registration Day 

 

 

FIRST DAY OF 
SCHOOL FOR 

HAMILTON COUNTY 

*6:30 pm Crossways 

*8 pm Bibles & 
Brews 

 *11 am Wedding  
Hildebrandt /Korver 
(Sewanee, TN)  

*6 pm Worship 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

*9 am Worship  

*10:15 am Bible Class 
& Sunday School  

 

 

BCA FIRST DAY 

OF SCHOOL 

*10 am Pastor at 
Nursing Home 
Bible Study 

*7 pm Elders Mtg. 

*7 pm Boy Scouts 

*9:30 am 
Quilters 

*7 pm Board 
of Directors 
Mtg. 

 

 

 

 

*6-8 pm CoC Reads! 

*6:30 pm Crossways 

*8 pm Bibles & 
Brews 

 *6 pm Worship 
w/Holy Communion 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

*9 am Worship 
w/Holy Communion 

*10:15 am Bible Class 
& Sunday School  

 

 

*10 am Pastor at 
Nursing Home 
Bible Study 

*7 pm Boy Scouts 

*9:30 am 
Quilters 

 

5 pm 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

 

*6:30 pm Crossways 

*8 pm Bibles & 
Brews 

 

 

 

*6 pm Worship 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

*9 am Worship 

*10:15 am Bible Class 
& Sunday School  

 

 

 

*10 am Pastor at 
Nursing Home 
Bible Study 

*7 pm Boy Scouts 

 

*9:30 am 
Quilters 

 *6:30 pm Crossways 

*8 pm Bibles & 
Brews  

  *6 pm Worship 

 

 

 

 


