
             

             

             

             

             

             

 

         
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

      

 

 

 

 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

   Cross of Christ 
Crossties January 2017 

Our Vision Statement 

We see ourselves as a loving, joy-filled 

family of believers gathered in 

celebration and praise around our 

Lord Jesus Christ. As Bible-based 

Christians, we seek to share God’s 

word of salvation and to live daily in 

His healing, hope and guidance. We 

are committed to reaching out to the 

whole community, as we embrace and 

nurture new brothers and sisters with 

our Savior’s own forgiveness and love. 

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church 
3204 Hixson Pike 
Chattanooga, TN 37415 
www.cocluth.com 
 
E: church@cocluth.com  
P: 423-877-7447 
INFO: 423-648-0995 

 

“Epiphany – The Mystery is Revealed!” 

January 6 is Epiphany – a day which is often 

referred to as “the Christmas of the Gentiles.” It 

gets that name because it is associated with the 

arrival of the Wise Men to worship the young child 

we know as Jesus. These men from the East were 

the first non-Jewish people to acknowledge the 

coming of God’s Son to the earth as King of all 

humanity. Their coming proves that God the Father 

sent the message of His arrival into all the world 

where He would suffer and die for Jew and Gentile 

alike. 

The thought behind the Epiphany Season and the 

Church’s use of this term is God’s manifestation or 

revelation of Himself; the process could be likened 

to a good mystery novel as little by little the truth 

is revealed. The Church throughout these weeks 

will emphasize that this baby (whose birth we just 

finished celebrating on Christmas Day) is both true 

man and true God. During this time we will hear 

the Bible’s account of His Baptism and His 

Transfiguration – the two events that bracket much 

of Christ’s earthly ministry and which both 

culminate with His Father’s words from the 

heavens, “This is my Beloved Son!” We will also 

have revealed to us the good news that this Jesus is 

indeed the fulfillment of those Old Testament 

prophecies pointing forward to the Messiah.  

As New Testament Christians living after our 

Savior’s birth, it may be difficult for us to     (contd.) 

 

  

http://www.cocluth.com/
mailto:church@cocluth.com


             

      

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Cross of Christ 
January 2017 

   

 

 

We will be packing school snack packs on 

Wed. January 18 at 4:00 p.m. at the church – 

Volunteers are needed and appreciated!! 

School Snack Packs 

“Epiphany – The Mystery is Revealed!” (contd.) 

appreciate the lack of understanding among the 

people of His time. Remember that they had been 

waiting for thousands of years and there were 

various ideas of who the Messiah would be. Also 

their expectation of His coming must have 

fluctuated throughout Israel’s history from fever-

pitch, to lukewarm, to almost cold, depending on 

their circumstances.  

Epiphany now declares that the Messiah has come… 

revealed as God’s own Son, true man and true God! 

And that’s what we will be doing week by week 

during this Holy Season. Our efforts are to be 

concentrated on revealing, manifesting, making 

Christ known to those around us. This is an 

excellent time to do a little personal evangelism: 

use this time to share Jesus Christ with someone 

whom you suspect does not know Him. Find the 

opportunity to be a witness to your faith and love 

for the Savior by inviting some person to join you 

for a worship service over these next two months. 

May this Epiphany Season be a wondrous time for 

all of us around the globe!                              ~ Pastor 

 

 

  

 

 Jan./Feb.: Ladies young and old, single or 

married...you are invited to join the Cross of Christ 2017 

Ladies Birthday Club.  It's a new year so join us for 

laughs, food, and fellowship.  A sign-up sheet is on the 

board by Pastor's Office.  If you already come to our 

gatherings or would like to join us, we need everyone to 

please sign up, in order that we know who will be 

joining us this year at our luncheons.  The sign-up sheet 

will be up until January 23rd.  Our first gathering in 2017 

will be in February (watch for details in the February 

newsletter).  For those wondering what we do...we 

meet every other month for lunch at a different local 

restaurant and celebrate two months of birthdays of our 

members.  We know that everyone has events that 

come up in life, so if you miss a lunch, you can always 

join is at the next gathering.   Come join us in February 

to see all the fun we have getting together!  (Oh yes...all 

men of the church are invited to gather for lunch on the 

same day, but at a different location than where the 
ladies are meeting! Contact Tony Pessini at 702-326-

3829 for information on this.)  We are also looking for 

someone to help coordinate the ladies’ events in 2017.   

Please contact Lori Baier (902-7699) for more info on 
this volunteer position.  Thanks!!                      ~ Lori Baier 
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“He who was seated on the 

throne said, ‘I am making 

everything new’.  Then He 

said, ‘Write this down, for 

these words are trustworthy 

and true.’” 

~ Revelations 21:5 

 

~  

 

 

 

January Elder Schedule: 

Sunday 9 AM Service: 

Mike Witherby and Bob  

Timm 

Saturday 6 PM Service: 

Scott Brewster 

Cross of Christ Reads! 

Our book this month is It Ends With Us by Colleen 

Hoover.  We are scheduled to meet Thursday 

January 19, 2107 at 6:00 p.m. at Panera Bread on 

Hixson Pike.  All are welcomed to attend.  Talk to 

Sylvia Hildebrandt if you have questions or wish to be 

added to the group. 

JOY!  That was written all over the faces of the recipients 

of the recent COC Carolers visit.  It was so heartwarming 

to share Christ’s Birth through music, as a merry group 

of fourteen made the rounds to homes in the Hixson 

area. Thank you to all who braved the dark roads to 

spread the message of light through carols.   

The Jars of Love project has ended, but the love 

continues, as the funds raised will be applied toward 

supporting the Snack Pack Program.  Two work sessions, 

13 hard-working volunteers, and lots of fun merited over 

$1000 to help children in need of nutritious snacks.  

Thank you all for supporting the project either by 

participating in a work session or purchasing jars.  We 

also are very grateful for the Thrivent Action Team Grant 

to help purchase supplies.   
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         January Greeters 

             Sunday Morning:  

              Karen Miller 

       January Altar Guild 

Linda Cox and Joni Rennhack 

    Sunday Ushers January  

Davie Murray, Zachary Land, Jim 

Walpert 

January Readers 

1    Jane Rudat 

8      Tony Pessini 

15   Nyssa Hunt 

22   Nikki Holcomb 

29   Marc Flippin 

 

 

 

LWML Planning Ahead: 
 

 February 26 will be the LWML Day of Prayer 

service at Prince of Peace at 2:00 p.m.  Those 

interested in attending may carpool from the 

church if arrangements are made in advance. 

 We are still moving forward with planning 

the 2018 LWML District Convention here in 

Chattanooga.  Talk to Donna Flippin if you 

are looking for how to help.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wine, Women and the Word 

All women are invited to study the Bible and enjoy 

fellowship with this group.  Find the schedule on 

the Cross of Christ Church Facebook page or ask 

Laura Dahlke (423-834-4337) for details. 

 
 

 

- LWML dues ($15) are due now.  If you have not already done so, please pay 

them to Jo Parham. 

An LWML planning meeting will be scheduled for a date TBD in January.  Look 

for an e-mail or ask Rose Greenway for details. 

- Quilters start back on Jan. 17 (weather permitting – otherwise delay 1 week).   
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The new year brings with it new resolve, but so often that resolve 
fades before the first week is ended.  The Apostle Paul advised the 
Corinthians, “Last year you were the first not only to give but also 
to have the desire to do so.  Now finish the work, so that your 
eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, 
according to your means” (2 Corinthians 8:10-11).  By ourselves, 
we grow tired or get bored or just plain lazy.  Let us ask the Lord to 
give us the desire to give generously, to serve joyfully, and to 
expend our time eagerly in response to what God has given to us 
and done for us.                                              ~ Board of Stewardship 

Belvoir Christian Academy 

Dates to Remember: 

Mon., Jan. 16 - Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day - BCA and Christian 

Children’s Center will be closed. 

Thurs., Jan. 19 - Open House for 

Prospective Families - 4 - 7 p.m. 

Jan. 22 - 27 - National Lutheran 

Schools Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos:  Nathan Pugh as a Wise Man 

at the BCA Christmas program; BCA 

students at the Christmas program. 



  

 

 

 Thank you!!! 

Thanks to all who put forth 

so much effort over the 

past few weeks.  

First was the Advent 

Calendars.  People like 

Karen Miller and Mary 

Alspaugh have been 

working all year to bring 

this project to completion.  

We thank all who took part, 

as 5 calendars were given 

out the last Sunday in 

November and we have 

some completed for 2017.  

Great work! 

Then was the Advent 

Supper on November 30.  

We thank Eunice for getting 

it organized and then to all 

who cooked, served and 

helped clean-up. 

Next was the Christmas 

Brunch - gets better every 

year. 49 this year!!  Way to 

go Donna!!  Thank you to 

Donna for all her hard work 

and to all who helped make 

it such a success.  Loved the 

ornaments and the stories 

we shared - even if some 

made us cry.  Just a 

delightful day! 

                  ~  Irma Pinkerton 

 

January 2017 

Cross of Christ 

Newsletter Information 

For your newsletter submissions, please send them to 

newsletter@cocluth.com by January 24th.  Please also continue to 

submit photographs for the newsletter by e-mail – these are greatly 

appreciated! Please send any information for the web site to Elaine 

Burns at eburnsrph@gmail.com.  Thanks!!                  ~  Joni Rennhack 

CROSS OF CHRIST CARES SUNDAY!  We, as members of Cross of Christ, 

should be excited about opportunities to serve our Lord by spreading His 

love and message of salvation to those outside our membership.  We are 

really very active within our church walls when we join the LWML Quilters, 

support missionary work in Africa and around the world, host a VBS inviting 

non-members to participate, filling up Snack Packs or boxes for Operation 

Christmas Child, or writing out checks to other worthy causes.  BUT, have 

you ever seen the face of a hungry child who opens the Snack Pack, or 

Christmas box, the person who wraps the quilt around their shoulders, or 

held the hand of the person who receives that Thanksgiving Basket?  If not, 

you are missing out on a very real personal opportunity to minister. Of 

course, we are not doing any of this for our own glory or recognition, but to 

follow Christ’s model of showing love to others- our sisters and brothers in 

need.  
  

The COC Cares Sunday Projects are specifically designed to help us get out 

of our comfort zone and work alongside other COC members, leave the 

church building, and GO OUT INTO THE COMMUNITY to serve others.  Some 

of these activities will require preparatory work within the church, and 

some of us are not physically equipped to brave the rigors of January 

weather, but many of us can participate.  
   

I am praying that you will be moved by the desire to participate in the next 

Fifth Sunday Service Day on January 29, during the Sunday School hour.  If 

you have NOT participated before, I encourage you to check the bulletin 

board beginning January 8 for Service opportunities, and sign up!! New 

activities will be added, as needs arise.  Many thanks, and God’s Blessings to 

you all.                                                                                                   ~Jane Rudat 
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December Happenings  

Photos from Top Left to Bottom Right:  Donna Flippin and Eunice Timm at the 6th Annual Christmas Brunch; All the ladies 

who attended the Christmas brunch; Carolers at the Reisenbuchler’s home; Soloists at the BCA Christmas Program; Jars of 

Love Workaholics.  Thanks to Lori Baier, Emily Patton, Jane Rudat, and Mike and Monica Witherby, for the photos in this 

newsletter!! 

 

 

 

 

 



January 2017
Monthly Planner

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

9:00 AM Morn.

Wors. w/HC

10:15 AM SS&BC

10:00 AM Pastor's

Bible Study @

Nursing Home

7:00 PM Boy

Scouts

OFFICE

CLOSED

6:00 PM Jr.

Confirmation

7:00 PM Bibles &

Brews

6:00 PM Evening

Worship

9:00 AM  Morn.

Wors.

10:15 AM SS&BC

5:00 PM

Crossways

7:00 PM Bell Choir

10:00 AM Pastor's

Bible Study @

Nursing Home

7:00 PM Bd. of

Elders Mtg.

7:00 PM Boy

Scouts

6:00 PM Jr.

Confirmation

7:00 PM Choir

7:00 PM Bibles &

Brews

6:00 PM Eve.

Worship w/ H.C.

9:00 AM Morn.

Wors. w/HC

10:15 AM SS&BC

5:00 PM

Crossways

7:00 PM Bell Choir

10:00 AM Pastor's

Bible Study @

Nursing Home

7:00 PM Boy

Scouts

9:30 AM  Mission

Quilt W'kshop

4:00 PM School

Snack Packs

6:00 PM Jr.

Confirmation

7:00 PM Choir

4:00 PM - 7:00
PM BCA Open
House for Pro-
spective
Families

6:00 PM Cross
of Christ
Reads! @
Panera

7:00 PM Bibles &
Brews

6:00 PM Evening

Worship

9:00 AM  Morn.

Wors.

10:15 AM SS&BC

5:00 PM

Crossways

7:00 PM Bell Choir

Natl. Lutheran

Schools Week

10:00 AM Pastor's

Bible Study @

Nursing Home

7:00 PM Boy

Scouts

Natl. Lutheran

Schools Week

9:30 AM  Mission

Quilt W'kshop

Natl. Lutheran

Schools Week

Newsletter

Deadline

6:00 PM Jr.

Confirmation

7:00 PM Choir

Natl. Lutheran

Schools Week

7:00 PM Bibles &

Brews

Natl. Lutheran

Schools Week

Natl. Lutheran

Schools Week

6:00 PM Eve.

Worship

9:00 AM  Morning

Worship

10:15 AM Fifth

Sunday Service

Project

5:00 PM

Crossways

7:00 PM Bell Choir

10:00 AM Pastor's

Bible Study @

Nursing Home

7:00 PM Boy

Scouts

9:30 AM  Mission

Quilt W'kshop December 16

S M T W T F S
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

February 17

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

Printed by Calendar Creator Plus on 12/29/2016  
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Bd. of Directors 

Meeting Feb. 2
nd

 

@ 7:00 p.m.! 

Voters’ Mtg. 

Mar. 12 after 

Sunday School! 


