
             

             

             

             

             

             

 

         
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

      

 

 

 

 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

   Cross of Christ 
Crossties April 2017 

 

Our Vision Statement 

We see ourselves as a loving, joy-filled 

family of believers gathered in 

celebration and praise around our 

Lord Jesus Christ. As Bible-based 

Christians, we seek to share God’s 

word of salvation and to live daily in 

His healing, hope and guidance. We 

are committed to reaching out to the 

whole community, as we embrace and 

nurture new brothers and sisters with 

our Savior’s own forgiveness and love. 

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church 
3204 Hixson Pike 
Chattanooga, TN 37415 
www.cocluth.com 
 
E: church@cocluth.com  
P: 423-877-7447 
INFO: 423-648-0995 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

Behold the Lamb 

As we prepare for Holy Week and Jesus’ last days, a quick 

glimpse back to some of His earlier days may be helpful. 

Remember that the first statement as He began His public 

ministry came from His cousin John: “Behold the Lamb of 

God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 

So have you ever thought through this idea of Jesus as the 

Lamb? Consider with me His birth, His life, and His death 

from this perspective. Why did Christ’s birth occur as it did? 

Was it mere coincidence that an imperial decree took Mary 

and Joseph from their home in Nazareth during her last 

month of pregnancy to the very town that supplied Judea 

with most of its lambs? Arriving too late in the day in 

Bethlehem, they have to settle for an animal shelter – but 

then where else should a lamb be born than a stable! And 

who else would normally greet a newborn lamb than fellow 

animals and some shepherds? “Behold the Lamb!” 

What about our Savior’s life? He describes Himself as the 

Good Shepherd, tells stories and makes comments about 

sheep, and likens the Last Judgment to the division between 

sheep and goats at the end of the day. Like a lamb following 

a shepherd, He is led throughout His perfect life by the will 

of His Father, submitting meekly and never crying out to 

have His own way. “Behold the Lamb!” 

Finally we turn to our Lord’s death. According to Mosaic Law 

as spelled out in Exodus 12, the Passover lambs had to meet 

certain requirements: a first-born male, examined for three 

days and declared to be without spot or blemish.     (contd.) 

 

 

http://www.cocluth.com/overview
http://www.cocluth.com/
mailto:church@cocluth.com
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  We will be packing school snack 

packs on  Wednesday, April 19th at 4:00 pm at 

the church – Volunteers are needed and 

appreciated!! 

School Snack Packs 

Behold the Lamb (contd.) 
 

In similar fashion, after three years of ministry, Jesus remained 

spotlessly perfect…twice acknowledged to be “well-pleasing” to 

His Heavenly Father; given no answer even from His enemies 

when He asked in John 8:46, “which of you convinceth me of 

sin?”; and finally declared innocent both by Pilate and by the 

thief on the cross beside Him. Furthermore, the apostle John in 

19:14 clearly presents Christ as the Pascal Lamb by having Him 

placed on the cross at 12 noon on the Day of Preparation (the 

precise time according to Jewish Law when the Passover lambs 

were being sacrificed in Jerusalem and throughout the nation.)  

Other connections could be made, but surely you get the 

picture by now. “Behold the Lamb!” 

This Lamb, our Savior Jesus, was spotlessly and sacrificially 

perfect, yet He willingly went to His death for you and me, 

because that was the only way to “take away the sin of the 

world.” He died in our place, was raised to life, and that same 

Lamb is now at His Father’s right hand ruling over all things 

with the host of heaven falling down before Him as Revelation 

5 describes. May our lips and lives forever resound with the 

words of St. John’s vision: “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 

receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 

honor, and glory, and blessing!”   

 

BEHOLD THE LAMB!  

                                                                                  ~ Pastor 

  

 

 Mar./Apr.: Ladies, what a good time we have 

been having getting together.  Thank you to those who 

have stepped up to help organize our gatherings in 

2017.  I greatly appreciate your assistance.   
 

Thank you in advance to our March/April hostesses, 

Jane Rudat and Joni Rennhack, who are coordinating 

and being hostesses at our gathering on Saturday, April 

8th at 11:30 a.m. at Pollly Claire’s Tea Room at 6178 

Adamson Cir.   We will enjoy a genteel luncheon of tea 

sandwiches, salads, delectable desserts and teas, served 

on fine china in the tradition of a British tea. Wear your 

favorite Easter bonnet, if you wish, or you may choose 

one from the wide selection of hats at the tea house.     

Our honorees for March and April are Maria Rabbio, 

Barbara Conn and Cara Welsh. We are all looking 

forward to a new dining experience!  Contact Jane 

Rudat or Joni Rennhack to carpool. 
 

For our May/June gathering Donna Flippin and Maria 

Rabbio will be our hostesses.  Please watch for more 

details in future newsletters. 
 

 Men interested in their concurrent lunch should let 

Tony Pessini know at 702-326-3829.               ~ Lori Baier 

 

Easter Lily Time  

 

 

Easter Lilies have been ordered to decorate the altar for Easter 

Sunday.  The cost for the lilies is $10 each.  A  flyer to dedicate 

a lily is in the Narthex or the weekend bulletins.  The deadline 

to submit dedications and payments is April 9.   You may use a 

flower offering envelope to put your donation in for your 

Easter Lilies.  

                                                         ~Monica Witherby 

Easter Lily Time 
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“In Him we live and 

move and have our 

being.”  

                  ~ Acts 17:28 

   

 

 April Elder Schedule: 

Sunday 9 AM Service: 

 Gary Greenway and Carl Hunt 

Saturday 6 PM Service: 

Scott Brewster 

   

      Cross of Christ Reads! 
 

CoCReads! will be reading America’s First Daughter 

by Stephanie Dray and Laura Kamoie on Thursday, 

April 20th from 6-8pm at Panera Bread in Hixson.  

For our May gathering we will be reading All The 

Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr.  Both of 

these books are bestsellers.  See you there! 

                                                        ~ Sylvia Hildebrandt 

 
 

 

Garden Tour 
 

Cross of Christ members are invited to join a horticultural 

group on a special tour of The Huntsville Botanical Garden 

via a luxury coach departing Chattanooga in the morning 

and  returning by 6pm on Saturday April 29th.  Trip includes 

the RT coach transportation, admission to the Garden and 

lunch at the Garden!  Join other members for a chance to 

see one of South's great gardens.  Call 423 821 -1160 ext 0 

to register.                                                       ~ Larry Zehnder 

 

 

Easter Breakfast 
 

This year our traditional Easter Breakfast will again be 

provided between the Sunrise Service, which starts at 7am,  

and the second service, with food service ending at 9:30 am. 

A free will offering will be taken.   We ask that all members 

interested in volunteering sign the sheet located near 

Pastor's office.  Set up and preparation time for the 

breakfast will occur Saturday the 15th at 1pm. All those 

helping on Easter morning are asked to be there at 6:45am. 

If there are any questions or you want to help in some 

special way, please call Larry Zehnder at 653-8105.   
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         April Greeters 

               Sunday 9:00 a.m. Service: 

                Mary Myers 

        April Altar Guild 

   Sherry Reed and Carmen Autry 

           April Ushers  

    Tony Pessini, Ray  Veldman, Billl Porter 

April Readers 

02   Regena Kressenberg        

09   Mike & Monica Witherby 

16   Tony Pessini   

 23  Judy Zehnder               

30   Barbara Burrow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mama Mia!!  Our Cross of Christ LWML is sponsoring a 
Festival Italiano on Friday, April 21st, beginning at 6:00 
p.m., with proceeds to go towards the hygiene kits for 
the homeless (Chattanooga Community Kitchen) 
Service Project.  Prepare to travel to Italy for a 
wonderful Italian meal prepared by the LWML ladies, 
including spumoni ice cream or tiramisu for dessert; a 
visual tour of Italy by our own Mike and Monica 
Witherby from their visit there last year; Italian music; 
and an opportunity to have your photo taken in front of 
a scene of Italy painted by Laura Dahlke of our church.  
This promises to be a great time for a great cause!! 
 
Tickets are $7.50 for Adults (or 3 for $20), $3  for ages 
5-12, and free for under 5 years of age.  Invite your 
friends, neighbors and family members to attend this 
fun(d)raising event.  Get your tickets from Jane Rudat 
(Sunday Service) or Joni Rennhack (Saturday Service). 
 
We will be decorating the Fellowship Hall as an Italian 
Cafe’ on Thursday, April 20th beginning at 1:00 p.m. – 
please come to help us decorate  if your schedule 
permits.  Thanks!!                                  ~Joni Rennhack 

 

 LWML Spring Rally:  Saturday, April 22, 2017.   Our chapter is hosting the Chattanooga Zone LWML for our Spring 

Rally/Workshop at Cross of Christ.  Donna Flippin secured a Thrivent Action Grant for bookmark making supplies. At the 

Rally attendees will prepare the supplies so that at the 2018 Mid-South Convention, to be held in Chattanooga on June 22-

24, 2018, convention attendees can make bookmarks.  
    

 Thank You for your contributions for the Chattanooga Area Food Bank (CAFB). With your help we collected many boxes of 

canned goods and non-perishable foods to help feed those in need in our 20-county area (see photo in this newsletter). 

The CAFB picked up the items on March 28 and will weigh the items. They will notify us of the number of pounds we 

collected and this will be reported in the May Crossties. Good Job everyone! 
 

 Thank you also for your donations of hygiene kit items for the Community Kitchen and Room at the Inn.  This will be an 

on-going project, so please continue to place travel size shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothpaste; and toothbrushes, wide-

tooth combs, nail clippers, purse size Kleenex packs, razors, and boxes of individually wrapped handi-wipes in the box by 

the Secretary’s office.  We had a donation from a member of another Lutheran Church of ~ 1000 gallon-size bags for this 

project, so we should be good on this size bag for a while (thank you so much!!).   

 
 

Festival  

Italiano 
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      Belvoir Christian Academy 
 

BCA Dates to Remember....  

April 7 - Munchkins with Mom - 8:15 
a.m. - 9 a.m.  

April 8 - Father-Daughter Dance for BCA 
enrolled girls of all ages - 6:30 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m. 

April 14 - School/child care closed in 
observance of Good Friday  

April 21 - School-wide Dance - 7 - 9 
p.m.  

April 27 - Open House for Prospective 
Families - (4 - 7 p.m.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Stewardship/Treasurer 

Message 
Stewardship Corner  

Easter is right around the corner, but, without Good Friday, 

there would be no Easter.  Look, then, on the Suffering 

Servant.  Hear again the story of His Passion.  Think anew of 

the ridicule and physical torment He endured even before His 

walk to Golgotha.  Ponder His last words from the cross on 

which He hung in agony: “‘It is finished.’ With that, He bowed 

His head and gave up His spirit” (John 19:30).  Focusing on 

this event in history reminds us again of the great cost Jesus 

paid for our salvation and leads us to worship and praise Him 

with all we are and have. 

 

 

 

Christ’s death on the cross assures us of our salvation.  

Likewise, His Resurrection assures us that we, too, will rise 

again.  In 1 Corinthians 15:17 and 19, Paul writes, “And if 

Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile . . . If only for 

this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than 

all men.”  Certainly for the Christian, eternal life has begun 

already, and the passing from this life to the next is just a blip 

on the screen.  In the confidence of such a sure hope, let us 

spend our time here in carrying on the work of Christ that the 

lost may be found and restored to their Savior.  

                                                              ~  Board of Stewardship 

 From The Treasurer’s Desk… 
An update on our monthly finances for the month ending Feb. 

28, 2017. 
 

February Revenue           $18,228,31 

February Expenses          $23,588.85 
 

A thought to ponder…Our percentage of regular giving 

(tithing) is what runs the church.  Our giving to special 

projects, events, or missions should not come from our 
regular giving funds.  Rather, these special gifts are given 

from something over and above, something that touches our 

heart, soul, or spirit.                                 ~ Lori Baier, Treasurer 

 

Nathan Pugh and Jane and John Rudat at BCA 
Grandparents’ Day. 



  

 

 

  

 

Thanks to all of you who came 

to the Thrivent Choice Dollar 

Lenten supper on March 

22nd.  It was a great evening 

for us all.  I especially 

appreciated our Thrivent 

Representative Mark Gluckner 

and his wife Marjorie coming 

to join in.  We voted that night 

on how the Thrivent members 

would like to see our Thrivent 

Choice Dollars used.   

The winner was the 

elevator/chair lift needed for 

our church.  So, now we just 

have to see which way that 

problem is addressed by our 

leadership.  An elevator would 

be a lot more expensive than 

a chair lift.  There is much to 

be discussed and determined.  

We all need to search our 

hearts because this project is 

going to need much more 

than just this last push of 

Thrivent Choice Dollars to 

accomplish.  The electric 

access door was often coupled 

with the elevator/chair lift so 

it maybe should be considered 

as a common project.  What 

do you think?  Lets share 

some ideas in the coming 

months.              

 ~Bob Timm, 

    your Thrivent Advocate 

 April 2017 

Cross of Christ 

Newsletter Information 

For your newsletter submissions, please send them to 

newsletter@cocluth.com by April 25th.  Please also continue to 

submit photographs for the newsletter by e-mail – these are greatly 

appreciated! Send any information for the website to Elaine Burns at 

eburnsrph@gmail.com.  Thank you!!                        ~ Joni Rennhack                                                

 

Thank you to the Altar Guild! 

A special thank you to those who serve our church on the altar guild.  

These ladies make ready the communion wine and wafers and make 

sure the altar, podiums, and sanctuary have the appropriate 

paraments for the time of the church year.  They also fill the altar 

candles, set up for baptisms, and clean the communion serviceware.  I 

greatly appreciate their faithful service to our church.  Thank you for 

all you do!                                                                         ~ Monica Witherby 
 

Church Notes 

 Outside Work Day Sat. April 1st at 9:00 a.m.  Bring your yard tools and come to help clean 

our Church grounds and to plant flowers.   

 Evangelism Committee meeting April 2nd after Sunday School. 

 Church Council Meeting on April 6th at 7:00 p.m. 

 Easter Egg Hunt April 16th around 9:30 a.m.  Please bring candy donations and plastic 

eggs to the church by April 9th before Sunday School. 

 A planning meeting for Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be on a date TBD in April.  

(Tentative dates for VBS are July 10-14).  Let Nikki Holcomb know at 770-356-1202 if you 

can volunteer to help with crafts, food, activities, etc. or if you have any questions.   

 There are many beautiful quilts in Fellowship Hall available for sale.  If you need a 

graduation or wedding gift, consider purchasing one of these.  See Lanette Bagley if you 

want to purchase one or more quilts. 

Thrivent Choice 

mailto:newsletter@cocluth.com
mailto:eburnsrph@gmail.com
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 March Happenings  

Photos from Top Left to Bottom Right:  Welcome back Pastor; Monica Witherby with the Food Bank Collections; 

Paul Samuel Schlie was baptized on March 5th; our Church property suffered downed trees and related damage 

during a severe storm; Church members made freezer meals for those in need; the McCall family at BCA 

Grandparents’ Day; boxes of food were collected for the Food Bank; our congregation hosted Pastor Paavola of 

the District Synod for a follow-up on the Congregational Assessment; the ladies of the Altar Guild cleaned the 

sanctuary and the altar candles.  Thanks to Emily Patton, Donna Flippin, Rachel Schlie, Bob Timm and Monica 

Witherby for the photos in this newsletter! 
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Monthly Planner

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30

9:00 AM Church

Work Day

6:00 PM Eve.

Worship w/ H.C.

9:00 AM Morn.

Wors.w/HC

10:15 AM SS&BC

11:30 AM Evan-
gel ism Comm.
Mtg.

5:00 PM
Crossways

7:00 PM Bell Choir

10:00 AM Pastor

Bible Study @

Nurs.Home

7:00 PM Boy

Scouts

9:30 AM  Miss.

Quilt W'kshop

5:00 PM Jr.

Confirm.

6:00 PM Lent

Supper

7:00 PM Lenten

Service

8:00 PM Adult
Choir

7:00 PM "Bibles

& Brews"

7:00 PM Church

Council Mtg.

6:00 PM Evening

Worship

9:00 AM  Morn.

Worsh.

10:15 AM SS&BC

5:00 PM

Crossways

7:00 PM Bell Choir

10:00 AM Pastor

Bible Study @

Nurs.Home

7:00 PM Boy

Scouts

NO Miss. Quilt

Workshop

7:00 PM Adult

Choir

7:00 PM Adult

Choir

NO Jr.

Confirmation

7:00 PM

Maundy Thurs-

day Service w

HC

12:00 PM Servi-

ce of the Cross

7:00 PM Tene-

brae Service

No Evening

Worship

7:00 AM Sunrise Service

8:00 AM - 9:30 AM Easter
Breakfast

9:30 AM Easter Egg Hunt

10:30 AM Easter Celebra-
tion w/ H.C.

NO Bell Choir or
Crossways

OFFICE

CLOSED

9:30 AM  Miss.

Quilt Workshop

4:00 PM Pack

School Snack

Packs

6:00 PM Jr.

Confirm.

7:00 PM Adult

Choir

1:00 PM Festival

Italiano Set-Ups

6:00 PM C of C
Reads! @
Panera Bread
Hixson Pike

7:00 PM "Bibles
& Brews"

6:00 PM Festi-

val  Italiano

10:00 AM LWML

Christ ian Life

W'kshop @

Cross of Christ

9:00 AM Morn.

Wors.

10:15 AM SS &

BC

5:00 PM

Crossways

7:00 PM Bell Choir

10:00 AM Pastor

Bible Study @

Nurs. Home

7:00 PM Boy

Scouts

9:30 AM  Miss.

Quilt Workshop

Newsletter

Deadline

6:00 PM Jr.

Confirm.

NO Adult Choir

7:00 PM "Bibles

& Brews"

6:00 PM Evening

Worship

9:00 AM Morn.

Wors.

10:15 AM C ross

of Chri st Cares!

Service  Projects

5:00 PM

Crossways

7:00 PM Bell Choir

March

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

May

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Printed by Calendar Creator Plus on 3/29/2017  

Check the Cross of Christ 
Facebook page for Wine, 
Women & the Word and 
Joy and Chaos Support 
Group meeting times. 

National Day 

of Prayer is 

May 4th. 

4:00 PM- 7:00 
PM BCA Open 

House for 
Prospective 
Families  


