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   Cross of Christ 
Crossties December 2016 

Our Vision Statement 

We see ourselves as a loving, joy-filled 

family of believers gathered in 

celebration and praise around our 

Lord Jesus Christ. As Bible-based 

Christians, we seek to share God’s 

word of salvation and to live daily in 

His healing, hope and guidance. We 

are committed to reaching out to the 

whole community, as we embrace 

and nurture new brothers and sisters 

with our Savior’s own forgiveness and 

love. 

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church 

3204 Hixson Pike 

Chattanooga, TN 37415 

www.cocluth.com 

 

E: church@cocluth.com  

P: 423-877-7447 

INFO: 423-648-0995 

 

 

The Spirit of Advent 

The days of December for us as Christians provide the 

opportunity for 1) anticipation, 2) preparation, and 3) 

waiting. As the beginning of the Church Year, the 

season of Advent is that time in which we are reminded 

by the weekly Scripture lessons and various sections of 

the liturgy to examine the places in our lives where 

Christ’s presence is needed. 

Advent – a time of hopeful expectation – unfolds for us 

each week a hint of the glory of our Savior’s Second 

Coming so that we can more fully comprehend the 

mercy and wonder of His original coming into our flesh. 

In this process over these next four weeks we are made 

ready to praise our Heavenly Father for sending His 

Son. Accordingly, an examination of the Gospel 

readings shows that the historical event of Jesus’ birth 

is the focus of only the fourth week of the season. 

Advent 1 sets forth the realities of Christ’s Return as 

Judge; Advent 2 and 3 present John the Baptist as 

preacher and forerunner of the Messiah. So in these 

days of anticipation, repentance and faithful service are 

to occupy our time.  

Advent – a time of heightened preparation – reminds 

us of what it means to be ready for what is to come. 

Although the first three weeks clearly direct us toward 

Christ’s coming again at the end of time, Advent 4 is a 

turning point after which we are pointed toward the 

miracle of Christmas with the prophecy that “the virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 

name Immanuel.” The King of Kings is coming (hence 

the royal blue paraments); and so we are to     (contd.) 

 

 

http://www.cocluth.com/overview
http://www.cocluth.com/
mailto:church@cocluth.com
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Cross of Christ 

The Spirit of Advent (contd.) 
prepare our hearts and lives.  

Advent – a time of patient waiting – goes against our 

national preoccupation with instant gratification. An 

Advent mindset is diametrically opposed to the 

urgency of this secular celebration of the holiday 

season which is already underway. During this time 

which is not yet Christmas, the Church expresses its 

longing for the fulfillment of God’s wondrous promises. 

As Christians we cannot properly celebrate the 12 days 

of Christmas if we have already done so for weeks 

during Advent. This is why congregations defer the use 

of Christmas hymns and carols and other decorations 

until later in the season as we wait patiently on the 

Lord’s time and yearn for His Return. This special 

anticipation, preparation, and waiting is a gift intended 

to enrich our faith as we focus on the Greatest Gift of 

All.                                                                           ~ Pastor 

   

We will be packing school snack packs on 

Weds. December 7 at 4:00 p.m. at the church – 

Volunteers are needed and appreciated!! 
 

SCHOOL SNACK PACKS 

 

Cross of Christ Cares 
Thanks to all who helped out with our service projects (packing 

snack packs, making freezer meals, and doing yard work for a 

local homeowner in need)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Birthday Club Lunch at Buffalo Wild Wings 

 

 

 

 

Nov./Dec.: We will celebrate our November and 

December honorees at the December 10th Ladies’ 

Christmas Brunch at 10:00 in our Fellowship Hall. (See more 

details about this annual event elsewhere in this 

newsletter.)  Those having a November birthday are Donna 

Flippin (11-27) and Sue Willard (11-28).  December 

birthdays are Bonnie Woodward (12-3), Joni Rennhack (12-

9), Esther Hunt and Stephany Kecy (both on 12-19), Mary 

Alspaugh (12-25), and Margie Lee and Nikki Holcomb (both 

on 12-29).   Ladies, would each of you please think about 

stepping in and volunteering to take over planning for this 

fun activity.  It is easily put together and you (or you and a 

friend) can plan the five (5) gatherings to be held in 2017.  

There are always plenty of volunteers for our dessert treat.  

If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, please 

call me (902-7699).  Thank you for considering this 

opportunity.                                                          ~ Lori Baier 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

  

December 2016 
“For unto us a 

Child is born, Unto 

us a Son is given…” 

~ Isaiah, 9:6 

 

 

December Elder Schedule: 

Sunday 9 AM Service: 

 Carl Hunt and Gary Greenway 

 

Saturday 6 PM Service: 

Scott Brewster 

 

FINAL CALL FOR JARS OF LOVE!  Sunday, Dec. 4 is 

the last day to order gift jars which will benefit the Snack 

Pack program.  A new choice, Blessings of Christmas, will be 

offered in place of Harvest Blessings.  After Dec.4 preorders 

are complete, jars may be purchased from existing stock 

through Dec. 18. Prices range from $7.50 (pint size) to 

$15.00 (quart size), and selections include soup, snack, 

beverage, and cookie mixes.  Delightful stocking stuffers, or 

co-worker gifts.  There will be a work day to assemble the 

jars on Monday, December, 12 at 9:30 a.m. at the church.  

Thank you for your wonderful support of this project!  

 
FA LA LA LA LA, LA LA LA LA! 

 

Christmas Carolers!  Dig out your warm clothes, voices, 

and cheerful smiles! Join us on Friday, Dec. 16, at 6:15 

PM to make this Joyous Season a little brighter for 

some of our shut-in COC folks!  Being a choir member is 

not a prerequisite.  Just a love of singing carols!  We 

will meet in the church Fellowship Hall, and carpool to 

a few homes, ending up with some Christmas treats at 

church.  Sign up on the hallway bulletin board, or call 

Jane Rudat (303-0024) by Wednesday, Dec. 14.  
Volunteer to provide a Christmas treat!                                                  

 
 

Parents' Afternoon Out  
Saturday December 17th from 2-6 pm 

At Cross of Christ 

 

For children ages 3+ 

 

 

For parents who need to do some last minute things, need 

to shop, need to nap, need some relaxation time.  
 

Volunteers needed. Please contact Nikki Holcomb, Sylvia 

Hildebrandt, or Alison Pugh if interested. 

 

Cross of Christ 
December 2016 

Voters’ Meeting and meal on December 11th to discuss the budget. 
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    December Greeters 

           Saturday Evening: 

              Jamie Mofsky 

December Altar Guild 

Julia Edmundson and Eloise Bartlett 

 

December Sunday Ushers  

Ray Veldman, Zachary Land, Bill Porter 

 

December Readers 

4   Larry Zehnder 

11  Holly Clemmons 

18  Jo Parham 

25  David Hook

 

 

A Carol  
by Amy Carmichael 

 

There are two Bethlehems in the land, 

Two little Bethlehems there. 

O Wise Men, do you understand 

To seek Him everywhere? 

The heavenly Child lies holily, 

The heavenly Child lies lowlily, 

No crown on His soft hair. 

 

There are three crosses on the hill, 

Three dreadful crosses there 

And very dark and very chill, 

The heavy, shuddering air. 

Is there a sign to show my Lord, 

The sinner’s Saviour, Heaven’s Adored? 

‘Tis He with thorn-crowned air. 

 

For in His lovely baby days 

Heaven’s door was set ajar, 

And angels flew through glimmering ways 

And lit a silver star. 

No need for halo or for crown 

To show the King of Love come down 

To dwell where sinners are. 

 

But when He died upon the Rood, 

The King of glory, He 

There was no star, there was no good, 

Nor any majesty. 

For diadem was only scorn, 

A twisted, torturing crown of thorn. 

And it was all for me. 

 

Pastor at Westmore School with the Lutheran 

Comfort Dogs after the school bus tragedy. 
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Overjoyed by the Star 

In Matthew 2, we read about the Visit of the Magi.  Following the 

star, inquiring at the king’s palace, informed by the priests where to 

find the Child, they trudged with determination to Bethlehem, 

bringing with them the gifts they planned to present as they 

worshiped Him. “When they saw the star they were overjoyed. On 

coming to the house, they saw the child with His mother Mary, and 

bowed down and worshiped Him.  They opened their treasures and 

presented Him with the gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh” 

(Matthew 2:10-11). 

What did the Wise Men from the East know about this Baby or His 

family?  Not much.  Yet, they came in faith, bringing gifts with them 

to honor Him.  How far did they travel?  How long was their trip?  

We can surmise, but what’s important to know is that, for them, the 

trip with all its drudgery was worth it.  “They were overjoyed” 

How long a trip are we prepared to make this Christmas to worship 

the Christ Child?  Are we willing to put up with inconvenience and 

sacrifice in order that we might come before Him with our gifts, 

offering then in faith, as the Wise Men did? 

What causes our joy this Christmas season? Is it seeing the eyes of 

little children light up when they open their presents?  That’s good.  

Is it finding exactly the right gift for someone special?  That’s good, 

too.  But are we “overjoyed” when we see the star?  Contrary to the 

messages we hear in the commercials and even the seasonal songs, 

the only thing Christmas is about is the birth of Jesus the Savior of 

the world. 

Along with doing all the wonderful things that are good to do at this 

time of the year including the visiting of sick and the shut-in, the 

baking of goodies for food banks, the sharing of financial resources 

with those in need and all the shopping and caroling and everything 

else, let’s find our joy in seeing the star.  The star points us to Jesus 

and leads us to the Cross.  Let us “open our treasures” and worship 

Him with our best and most precious gifts as the Wise Men did. 

~ Board of Stewardship 

 

 

BCA Dates to Remember for December: 
 
Thurs., Dec. 1 – Christmas Tree Lighting at BCA 
(time TBA) 
 
Dec. 5 - 9 - Candy Cane Shop for BCA students 
 
Wed., Dec. 14 and Thurs., Dec. 15 - Semester 
exams for 7th/8th graders 
 
Thurs., Dec. 15 - Christmas Program (K - 8th 
grade) 7 p.m. 
 
Fri., Dec. 16 - Dismissal at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Dec. 19 - Jan. 3 - Christmas Break (No school, but 
child care remains open) 
 
Jan. 4 - School Resumes 
 

Children’s Christmas Party 
Sun., Dec. 18 – 11:15 

 

Please mark your calendars for Sun., Dec. 18 
for our annual Children’s Christmas Party! 
Please have children come to the Youth 
Room upstairs by 11:15, and you may pick 
up your children after the Contemporary 
service. Children will enjoy crafts, food, 
snacks and more! This is for all children, 
ages 3 – 5th grade.  
 

SCRIP GIFT CARDS from BCA 
Easy Shopping & Easy Gift-Giving! 

 

Christmas is only a few weeks away, but you 
still have time to take advantage of Belvoir 
Christian Academy’s SCRIP GIFT CARD 
program by either buying gift cards to make 
your gift purchases at your favorite stores 
OR to purchase cards to give as gifts. Each 
gift card you purchase at face value will help 
in two ways: 1)  Every rebate generated 
from the purchase of gift cards goes into our 
general scholarship fund to help several 
students. OR 2) You may designate a 
particular student to receive the rebate 
toward their tuition from each of your gift 
card purchases.  
 
If you would like to get started on the 

Belvoir Christian Academy 



  

 

 

Calling all (acoustical) guitarists at Cross of Christ: 

Picture yourselves at the evening Christmas service - lights are 

dimmed, you're walking up to the front with your fellow guitarists as 

individual candles are being lit down each pew. Once all are in place 

you all strum together the intro chords for "Silent Night,"  and the 

congregation then sings the 3 verses of the carol accompanied only by 

your playing. 

 

 

  

6th Annual  Ladies’ 

Christmas Brunch! 
Plan to attend the 6th annual 

Christmas Brunch on 

Saturday, Dec 10 at 10 AM in 

COC fellowship hall. There will 

be a sign-up sheet posted on 

the bulletin board. Attendees 

should bring a dish to share 

and a favorite Christmas story 

(other than the original) to 

discuss. 
 

More table hostesses are 

needed to set and decorate a 

table for six.  Elaine Burns, 

Stephany Kecy, Sylvia 

Hildebrandt and Donna Flippin 

had agreed to be table 

hostesses, but with Elaine’s 

illness, we are now really 

short on hostesses. Do you 

have Christmas dishes you'd 

like to share, "show off"? 
 

If you have attended in the 

past and had a pleasant 

experience, tell others about 

it! Please invite a friend or 

family member. 
 

There will be a small gift for 

everyone.  Be sure to indicate 

the number of guests you are 

bringing so there will be 

plenty of seats and gifts for 

everyone. Thrivent Financial is 

supporting this project for 

2016.  

 

Questions or concerns? 

Contact Donna Flippin by 

December 2016 

Cross of Christ 

     

            

       

Newsletter Information 

For your next newsletter submissions, please send them to 
newsletter@cocluth.com by December 28th.  Please also continue to 
submit photographs for the newsletter by e-mail – these are greatly 
appreciated!  Any information for the web site should be forwarded to 
Elaine Burns at eburnsrph@gmail.com. Thanks!  

                                                    ~Joni Rennhack 

 

 

Calling all (acoustical) guitarists at Cross of Christ: :  Recall last 

year at the evening Christmas service - lights were 

dimmed, you walked up to the front with your fellow guitarists as individual 

candles were being lit down each pew. Once all were in place, you all strummed 

together the intro chords for "Silent Night," and the congregation sang the 3 

verses of the carol accompanied only by your playing. Please help make this 

beautiful worship happen this Christmas Eve, by sharing your musical gifts with 

our congregation again this year.  Contact Judy Zehnder for details at  423-875-

3529. 

  

 
Church Notices 

 Many Greeters are still needed for 2017.  Please sign up on the bulletin board 
if you are willing to be a greeter on Saturday evenings or Sunday mornings. 
 

 Eunice Timm will be working on a new 2017 schedule for Sunday morning 
snacks, please contact her if you are willing to be included on our schedule.  
Phone ; 423-624-2588 or 4betimm@epbfi.com.   

  

 The Tree Trimming at the church will be December 9th at 7:00 p.m.  Bring a 

snack and something to drink, along with some fellowship, after the Tree 

Trimming in the Congregational Room (Library). We look forward to seeing 

you there! 
 

 The deadline to order Poinsettia’s for the altar this year is December 19th.  
The cost is $8 each. 

 

 
All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to criticism. 

 
 

  

mailto:newsletter@cocluth.com
mailto:eburnsrph@gmail.com
tel:423-624-2588
mailto:4betimm@epbfi.com
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October/November Happenings  

 

 

 

 
 

Photos from Top Left to Bottom Right:  The crew loading the quilts in the LWR CARE van; Arlene Vickers 

and Lottie Tyszcenko at the snack packing service project; Miriam Schlie at Trunk or Treat; the Jars of 

Love project crew; LWML ladies making Advent Calendars; Trunk or Treaters; Ladies’ Birthday Club; 

Nathan Pugh, dressed as Harry Potter, at the BCA Disney Day.  Congratulations, Nathan, on being a top 

cookie dough seller!; More Trunk or Treaters; Bob Pinkerton at the snack packing service project. Thanks 

to Donna Flippin, Nikki Holcomb, Emily Patton, Tony Pessini, Bob Pinkerton, Jane Rudat, and Bob Timm, 

for the photos in this newsletter. 

 

 
 

 



 

Calendar of Events 

Cross of Christ 
 

 

 

 

December 2016
Monthly Planner

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

9:00 AM  Pastor

leaves for

Savannah

Christmas Tree

Lighting @ BCA

6:00 PM Eve.

Worship w/ H.C.

9:00 AM  Morn.

Worsh. w/ H.C.

10:15 AM S.S. &

B.C.

3:00 PM Advent
Choral Fest  @
1st  Lutheran

7:00 PM Bell
Choir

NO Crossways

7:00 PM Boy

Scouts

9:00 PM Pastor

returns from

Savannah

4:00 PM Pack

Snack-Packs

5:00 PM Jr.

Confirm.

6:00 PM Advent
Supper - Elders

7:00 PM Advent
Service

8:00 PM Adult
Choir

7:00 PM Tree

Trimming

10:00 AM Ladies

Christmas

Brunch

6:00 PM Eve.

Worship

9:00 AM  Morn.

Worsh.

10:15 AM S.S. &

B.C.

11:30 AM Voters

Mtg. & Meal

7:00 PM Bell

Choir

NO Crossways

9:30 AM Jars of

Love Workday

10:00 AM Pastor's

Bible Study @

Nursing Home

7:00 PM Boy

Scouts

5:00 PM Jr.

Confirm.

6:00 PM Advent

Supper - Council

7:00 PM Advent

Service

8:00 PM Adult

Choir

7:00 PM BCA

Christmas

Program

7:00 PM Town

Hall  mtg. @

First in

Cleveland

6:15 PM Christ-

mas Caroling

2:00 PM - 6:00

PM Parents

Afternoon Out

6:00 PM Eve.

Worship w/ H.C.

9:00 AM  Morn.

Worsh. w/ H.C.

10:15 AM S.S. &

B.C.

7:00 PM Bell

Choir

NO Crossways

10:00 AM Pastor's

Bible Study @

Nursing Home

7:00 PM Boy

Scouts

6:00 PM Advent

Supper

7:00 PM Advent

Service

8:00 PM Adult

Choir

7:00 PM Candle-

light  Service w/

H.C.

10:00 AM Christ-

mas Service /

Carol Sing

NO Crossways

Newsletter

Deadline

7:00 PM New

Year's Eve

Service w/ H.C.

November 16

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

January 17

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Printed by Calendar Creator Plus on 11/29/2016

 

 

 

No Cross of 

Christ Reads! 

in December! 

No Bibles & 

Brews in 

December! 


